GOVERNMENT CHAPTER 19
· A Commitment to Freedom
· The listing of the general rights of the people can be found in the first ten amendments in the Constitution, also known as the Bill of Rights.
· In general, civil liberties are protections against government.
· They are guarantees of the safety of persons, opinions, and property from arbitrary acts of government.
· The term civil rights is sometimes reserved for those positive acts of government that seek to make constitutional guarantees a reality for all people.
· Limited Government
· People in the United States are free to do as they please as long as they do not infringe upon the rights of others. Rights are relative.
· Not all rights are guaranteed to aliens, who are foreign-born residents or non-citizens.  For instance, their right to travel is often restricted.
· The Bill of Rights
· The most famous of the Constitution’s guarantees apply only to the National Government, not the government of the States.
· The 14th Amendment’s Due Process Clause provides that no State can “deprive any person of life, liberty or property, without due process of law…”.
· However, to include rights under that heading, the Supreme Court had to define the rights on a case by case basis, called the process of incorporation.  
· The 9th Amendment
· “The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.”
· The Ninth Amendment states that the American people possess rights that are not set out explicitly in the Constitution.
· It has been used to protect rights ranging from the rights of the accused to a woman’s right to abortion without undue interference by government.
· Freedom of Religion
Two guarantees of religious freedom:
· Establishment Clause
· Guards against establishing a mandated religion.  In effect, freedom from religion
· Free Exercise Clause
· Guards against the government interfering in the exercise of any religion. In effect, freedom for religion.
· Separation of Church and State
· Church and government are constitutionally separated from one another.
· However, the government supports churches and religion in a variety of ways, including tax exemption.
· Evolution — a doctrine cannot be preferred or prohibited based on its relation to a religious belief
· The Free Exercise Clause
Limits:    Actions that violate social duties or disrupt social order are not covered under the Free Exercise Clause.
Examples:    Bigamy, Using poisonous snakes during religious ceremonies, Refusal to vaccinate schoolchildren
Free Exercise Upheld
· The Court has found many government actions to be counter to the Free Exercise Clause.
Examples:  Amish children cannot be forced to go to school after grade 8, Ministers are allowed to hold elective office, Unemployment benefits cannot be denied to someone who quit their job because of religious beliefs
Freedom of Speech and Press do not protect:
· Libel, the false and malicious use of written words.  Slander, the false and malicious use spoken words
· Obscenity,    Words that incite others to commit crimes
· Shield laws give reporters some protection against having to disclose their sources or reveal other confidential information in legal proceedings.

· Seditious Speech
· Sedition is the crime of attempting to overthrow the government by force, or to disrupt its lawful activities by violent acts.  Seditious speech is speech that urges such conduct.
· Congress has enacted three major laws to prevent sedition and seditious speech:  
· The Alien and Sedition Acts—made scandalous or false criticism of the government illegal.  Expired before Thomas Jefferson took office in 1801.
· The Sedition Act of 1917—made it a crime to encourage disloyalty or spread anti-government ideas during a time of crisis. Upheld by the Supreme Court in instances of “clear and present danger.”
· The Smith Act of 1940—forbade advocating violent overthrow of the government, and belonging knowingly to any group that does.  The Supreme Court still upholds the constitutionality of the law, but over time has modified it so that it is difficult to enforce.
Prior Restraint
· In most cases, the government cannot curb ideas before they are expressed. It can punish ideas after they are expressed.
· The Supreme Court has held in several cases that the guarantee of a free press does not allow the government to exercise prior restraint on publication except in grave circumstances. 
Symbolic Speech
· Symbolic speech is expression by conduct.
· Picketing, when workers on strike form a line of demonstrators at a business site, is a prevalent form of symbolic speech. 
· guarantee of association is the right to gather with others to promote political, economic, and social causes
· 
	The government's rules must be content neutral, meaning that while the government can 	regulate assemblies on the basis of time, place, and manner, it cannot regulate assemblies 	on the basis of what may be expressed.

	Private schools that are church-related are known as parochial
	schools.  

	Patrolling of a business site by workers on strike is called Picketing



